
Blessing for the Children


Reader:

For countless generations Jewish parents have blessed their children on the evening of the Sabbath.  In this blessing parents express the hope that their children will be inspired by our ancestors and by guided by Torah.

As a spiritual community, we are all responsible for passing on our heritage to the children of our Temple family.  When we live lives enriched by Torah we join our ancestors in providing inspiration and spiritual nourishment to the next generation.  In acknowledgment of this sacred duty, we bless them with these words:

Everyone:

May you be guided by the tradition of our ancestors and the ways of Torah.
May you seek truth, be kind in your speech and loving in your deeds.

יְבָרֶכְךָ יהוה, וְיִשְׁמְרֶךָ				
Y’va-reh-ch’cha Adonai, v’yish-m’reh-cha

יָאֵר יהוה פָּנָיו אֵלֶיךָ, וִיחֻנֶּךָּ
Y-eir Adonai pa-nav ei-leh-cha, vi-chu-neh-ka

יִשָּׂא יהוה פָּנָיו אֵלֶיךָ, וְיָשֵׂם לְךָ שָׁלוֹם
Yi-sa Adonai pa-nav ei-leh-cha, v’ya-seim l’cha shalom

May Adonai bless you and keep you.
May Adonai look kindly upon you and be gracious to you.
May Adonai reach out to you in tenderness and grant you peace.                                                                                  


