Brit Ot (Covenant of the Letter / Sign) nIX ns92

The Angel Song
B’shem Hashem Elohei Yisrael X 'n owa_-Sxawn Y | In the name of God, God of Israel
Miy’mini Michg-el umis’moli "HXAWM SN 1N By my right, is Michgel and by
Gavri-el ' S, my left, Gabriel
Umil’fanai Uri-el Umei’achorai . T before me, Uriel and behind me,
Refa-el INKM SN 197m Raphael
V’al roshi Shechinat El oKD and above my head, Shechinat El

X N1OY WX YY1 -5

Parents: In Vayikra Raba, the midrash comments that the rule for animals is similar to the rule for
people. Just as an animal is allowed a full seven days with its mother before becoming acceptable as
a sacrifice on the eighth day, a human child is entered into the covenant only on the eighth day and
not before. We have been blessed with a child and the honor of participating with God in the act of
creation. We have had the last seven days to think of our daughter as our own, to begin to bond with
her, and to revel in our great accomplishment. Today, on the eighth day, it is time to acknowledge
God’s role in our simcha and in our daughter’s life. As she comes into relationship with God and the
community, this will be one of many steps she will take toward becoming her own person separate
from us. We take comfort in knowing that there are both heavenly and earthly angels protecting her
as she travels through such transitional moments.

[kvater/in] brings in the baby as we sing the angel song again

Assembled Guests: "\X2N N2 Brucha Haba'a!

An Honored guest: This is your chair, Elijah, who returns to children the heart of a parent, and to
parents the heart of a child. This is your chair, Elijah. Send your guardian powers to protect this
child as he strives throughout life to keep the covenant into which we are welcoming him today.

This is your chair, Elijah. Help all of us to spread the message that the time is coming for the victory
over oppression, and that the time is ripe for the arrival of a newborn world of joy.

Eliyahu hanavi X210 AN Elijah the prophet
Eliyahu hatishbi AAWAN 9K Elijah the Tishbite
Eliyahu hagiladi P Elijah the Gileadite

YTY220 ANHOX

Bim’heira b’yameinu Soon in our days
A NnnNa-

Yavo eileinu ) May he come to us
Im Mashiach ben David MoK NI With Messiah of Davidic line
MT 12 N°wn Doy

[kvater/in] places Baby on 10"5x x0D Elijah’s chair

Parent / MC / Honored Guest:



21VY MDT XN INNHX DY XDIN NI

97 12Y¥ NIN ,NMIAN XN AKX SNTYY PNIYM LN NV TMAY LN MMp INVawry |, Thy

"197 )%YW NIN NN XN ANHOX NNk NIYM N QNYIRNY may N nMp Ny n)

ANINK DY "DIX WY N QNYIYY "RNa M0N0 "t Sy, NN "ank? 11 DIdY .20 SHY KYin

I8N 157 20pM NN MWK 510N 1n? 1K,

Everyone responds?2°0 WTp N2 2102 nyawa . Nis'b’a b’tuv beitecha k’dosh heichalecha
(May we be sated by the goodness of Your house, Your holy sanctuary)

[kvater/in] brings Baby to [Sandek]

Parents: If the baby we had just welcomed into the room were a boy, you would all know what to
expect at this moment. While of course we can’t physically remove a foreskin from a girl, the
Bible refers to three metaphorical foreskins which seem to represent a spiritual blockage to the
proper functioning of the organs to which they are attached. In Exodus 6:30 Moses protests his
appointment as God’s messenger saying "n *IX 1 WY NOW Y X1 D nwh 125X v nyao " “Behold
[ am of uncircumcised lips, and how will Pharoh listen to me?” While some commentators hold
that Moses was referring to a physical speech impediment, it seems that he has little trouble with
speaking. In fact he speaks seemingly endlessly at times. What he is describing seems to be a
problem of the spiritual fortitude to speak on God’s behalf, or the confidence in his ability to
speak so that people will listen. Jeremiah, generations later, describes the problem of listening

too as one with a metaphorical foreskin: "n=5y M27TX * yX1 N NT nwM NNy by Xk n o
wpn? 1901 X 2" “To whom shall I speak, give warning that they may hear. Behold their ears
are foreskinned and they can not listen (6:12).” In a later chapter (9:25) Jeremiah emphasizes
that the metaphorical foreskins are as troubling to the covenantal relationship as the physical: "2,

DYAN™52 Y 52y 27901 o Xt N A%y D" “All these nations are foreskinned, but the house of
Israel have foreskinned hearts.” Similarly, in Deuteronomy chapter 30, in the midst of a passage
renewing the covenant with all of the Jewish people, God promises "m1 X 'n Y _-nY 225X
LAPTINILYIT 2 20K 1R N NN N-0Y 12297502 7, w910 nY Ny " “And Adonai
your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your offspring, to love Adonai your God
with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.”

While we rely on God to remove the spiritual barriers of these metaphoric foreskins, just as we
rely on God to imbue the physical circumcision of a boy with meaning, we can create a physical
marking of our spiritual intentions, and with God’s help initate our daughter into the covenant. In
the Sephardic tradition, women have used henna to mark lifecycle events with a semipermanent
physical reminder. The mark of henna on a bride’s hands indicates the change in status she is
undergoing and protects her in this liminal state. Because there are some concerns about the
safety of henna for infants, we have chosen to mark our daughter with Jagua, a temporary dye
made from an Amazonian fruit which is safe for people of all ages.

The male circumcision site is sometimes understood as God’s name signed in the flesh, taking the

nan

form of a "" on the crown of the reproductive organ. Our daughter, too will have God’s name

signed in her flesh, in the form a "w" marked over her heart in jagua and a "7" and ""marked

on her ears with oil, reminiscent of the anointing oil of the holy Temple. Marking her with the
name Shadai invokes the protective and nurturing aspects of God that we hope will be with her
throughout her life. Just as the mark of circumcision has bolstered Jewish men’s sense of the
holiness of their physical bodies, we hope that our daughter will internalize the mark of Shadai
which we place on our her chest today, helping her to know always that there is holiness to be
found within her physical being.

The ritual will be concluded by marking her lips with wine, opening them as well to the world of
spiritual opportunity.

Mother:



MAX DNNAXY XN N PATRD K-, "RTIXCAY D -TO0NN 219 1.0 YRR DN A A N
220 001 2 20X :NIX N RPA S DNtIAY "NA DMDN2 NIATY NN "IN [2-X: M) TRn T
NAX NP 112X DNNAX-.

“We mark her heart in hope that her heart will be open to the world and the God behind it.”
[Hum - Mark heart with jagua w - then cover with medical tape to protect from
smudging]

“We mark her ears in hope that she will hear the still small voice of God.”

[Hum - Mark ears with oil T —*]

“We mark her lips in hope that they will give voice to God's presence.” —
[Hum - Mark lips with wine]

Parents (between marking and taping): X 'n NAX N2 _- ,1°"NI¥NA YT WK ,021y0 70 10D
AR NI AKX DNDAX DY DDA ADMINY NN
Everyone responds: D°210 D°wyn? NoN% NN 012N 12 ,N"2Y NI DY .)nX. Amen.
K’sheim shenichnesa labrit, kein tikaneis I’ Torah ulchupa ulma’asim tovim! (As she has entered
into the covenant, so may she engage in Torah, the wedding canopy, and good deeds.)

[Anonther honored guest] takes baby from [sandek]

MC / honored guest:
X 'N NAX 71N2_-1920 M9 X112 ,0%1vn 720 DY,
X 'N NAX N2 - NIXA DNN 1REXY) DY XA P, jvan T wWap WK ,021vn 1on 10
YR N2 1P%N N OX ,NKT 102 12 Y-, 11MIN-, 1INt ynY NN 10XY MTT 580D MY
MY DY WK NMAN N1 N ARK N

Praised are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.

Praised are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who sanctified our beloved patriarch
from the womb, and imprinted God’s law in his flesh, and sealed his descendants with the sign of
the holy covenant. Therefore, in recognition of this, Living God, our Portion, our Rock, ordain
that this beloved child’s flesh and spirit be protected from all harm, for the sake of the covenant
which God placed in our flesh. Praised are You, Adonai who establishes the covenant

MC / Honored Guest:
X_-11PNIAX "NY-X1 DD, NARD DMAXD NXED NTYN NX DY, OXIRM Ay X1pM (N2 Nbo
NIV "MI92 AKX 2N 1PY¥YN R¥PA AXD NN .(NMYD1 "NYD -, JAKY 12X NP :22INDD , DM
ANTYI . N2 Rk A DYy N0 P Y aa Xt 0 iR S 5YY X 1" ik "D NManTnix NN
IXNTIWK NI 20 21,00 0" Rk "D N2 NIk 1 N pa1 M nvivh 02,210 2 'Y aTin

170N .
Everyone repeats:

1TON 0%1V? *2,210 2 N2 TN, Hodu Ladonai ki tov, ki ['olam chasdo
MC / Honored Guest.

1TON DYiY? 2,210 "2 'NY TN .
Everyone repeats:

1TON 0%1Y? *2,210 "2 'N A Tin’". Hodu Ladonai ki tov, ki I’olam chasdo
MC / Honored Guest:

( N®N% NMINY 012N 12 ,N"MAY NDDIY DWI ,NNN N21T2 NMLVPN it (MPMNYO "1YD N2 "N
D210 DynM.



[MC / Honored Guests, Parents and Baby] drink wine

Zo hak’tana g’dola tihye - N"?NN N21T2 MILVPN it - May this little one become great

MC / Honored Guest: Our God and God of our ancestors, sustain this child with the help of her
parents, and let her be known among the people of Israel as (plonit daughter of ploni and plonit, or
plonit plonit ploni-ploni). May the father rejoice in the product of his loins and the mother delight
in the fruit of her womb as it is written, “May your father an mother rejoice and she who gave
birth to you exult”(proverbs 23:25). And it is written: “An eternal covenant between Me and the
people of Israel, an everlasting symbol.” (Exodus, 31: 16-17) And it is written: “This is the mark
of the covenant that I place between Me and you.” (Genesis 9:12) And it is written: “And it shall
be a sign of the covenant between Me and you.” (Genesis 17:11) Praise Adonai, for God is good,
God’s love is everlasting. Praise Adonai, for God is good, God’s love is everlasting. (Psalms
118) May Plonit daughter of Ploni and Plonit, this little one, become great, As she has entered
into the covenant, so may she engage in Torah, the wedding canopy, and good deeds.

[Parents]: Give naming speech

MC / Honored Guest:
XIN 2°NMAX N2 NIZNN INDXY D1ANAX NN DM NX?) DN NPAY NP ANIRK 0aY N
N1IN% NN1IM DI%Y MXM22 A9TAM .N212 NYYI 210 5Tna DX NRtYIN N1yan Nx 0
Ti2D1 WY N2 022 ANNAA NIXYY ARK NN NP2AX DX N2 .0M10 Dyn? nonn
X XD 1I¥D DN 121 N2A AN DMy DT
May God who blessed our mothers Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel, and Leah, Miriam the prophet,
Avigail, and Queen Esther, bless this lovely girl at this favorable and blessed hour. May she
grow in health, peace, and tranquility and be raised to a life of Torah, the wedding canopy, and

good deeds. May her parents merit to see her joyful, blessed with children, prosperity, and honor,
bringing fulfillment and refreshment to their old age. May this be God’s will. Amen.

Parents:
1970 1I¥] 07,021V DY 11120, M9 NYAPM N¥IM NN KNNW., KDD *197 MI1Ipn XD
qTI2D . A1PPAY NNV NYATR NP DWITRN 1'IXN YT Sy NOY,0MA00 1 ANNA ,NNX)
wiTpim 1120 nwa nny nnnnn’, 5% ,ngiTpn IN1INA 0K SY iNNDD MND NaY Mg
DN ,Ti21 WY S 0N ,XVN DX DY 0N ,0DMY) DAY MOMIX A2 1M NIy Ny oM
1% 0 121, X .N210% NAY NiYXYN Xonny.
Master of the Universe, may it be Your will that she be worthy, favored, and acceptable before
You, as if we had offered her before the throne of Your glory. May You, in Your abundant
mercy, send through your holy angels a holy and pure soul to our daughter who has just been
inscribed with Your great name, and may her heart be as open to Your holy Torah as the entrance
to the Sanctuary, to learn and to teach, to observe and to fulfill. Bestow upon her length of days
and years, a sin-fearing life, a life of abundance and honor, a life in which her heartfelt wishes are
filled for the good. Amen, and so may it be Your will.

MC / Honored Guest:
0nM N 2220710 X 1119 N K. DidY 1Y DM 9K M9 N K.



May God bless you and protect you. May God’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. May
God lift the divine presence to you and bring you wholeness and peace

Hamal’ach hagoel oti NX HXAN XONN May the angel who has
mikol ra y1-59n redeemed me
Y’varech et han’arim e . From all harm
V’yikarei vahem sh’mi D jy;n—nx A Bless the children
V’shem avotai NY 0N X2 may they be called by my
Avraham v’Yitzchak "Nax o name
V’yidgu larov PNYM DNNAX And the names of my fathers
B’kerev ha’aretz 299 2™ Abraham and Isaac
vIND 2792 And may they multiply like
fish
Upon the earth

[Parents / MC] invite guests to festive meal




